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Preamble

In compliance with the Ministry of Health Promotion, The Sport Alliance of Ontario and ParaSport Ontario’s policy of providing financial assistance to registered Games participants travelling significant distances to compete the Ontario Games, the GOC has adopted the following travel subsidy policies.  

Any action carried out under this policy by any member by the GOC or agents thereof, may be subject to review through the GOC in cooperation with the SAO.

External Transportation

There are 4 modes of transportation that will receive reimbursement depending on the one-way distance of travel from the community to the sport accommodation destination as measured by Mapquest or Google Maps.

It will be the PSOs’ responsibility to submit claims, complete the necessary forms, as required to the GOC by [March 16, 2012]  and reimburse each participant as applicable.  External Transportation reimbursements will be forwarded to the PSOs by March 30, 2012.
It is reasonable and certainly our expectation that participants from one community will take advantage of carpooling to save on costs.  Where more than one participant is traveling from a community, the following guidelines will apply:

· 1 vehicle to be used for every 3 participants in a community, except in cases where sports competition equipment is restrictive to the number of passengers a vehicle will fit (e.g. bikes).  Should a van be required to transport this number of participants, rental cost reimbursement will be provided as per policy below.  GOC must pre-approve van rentals.  Cost of fuel is not included in the subsidy amount.
· Claims will be honoured for every vehicle traveling from a community, based on the guidelines noted above, and not for every participant traveling from a community.  If a claim is submitted for every participant from a community, the claim of $0.30/km will be pro-rated based on carpooling with 3 participants per car (i.e. – 1 participant $0.10/km, 2 participants $0.20/km).
1. Over 500km (ONE WAY) / 1,000 km (ROUND TRIP) - For participants traveling greater than 500km ONE WAY to the Games participants will be considered for travel via Air, Train, Car/Van or Charter Bus.  NOTE:  It is required that all participants will travel via the most cost efficient method to the Games.  All travel by Air, Train, Rented Van or Chartered Bus must be pre-approved by the GOC in advance of booking.  If travel by these methods is not pre-approved then reimbursement will not be guaranteed.
Air/Train

Pre-approved air/train travel will be covered up to 75% of the ticket expense to the maximum allowable cost of $500.00.  The cost of meals during air travel, airport parking, ground transportation to/from the airport and hotel rooms during air travel will NOT be covered. Reimbursement will NOT be provided for flights booked with Air Miles or other reward programs.  The GOC will organize shuttles to and from the airport & train station (for registered Games Participants ONLY).  NOTE:  As an alternative to air travel, subsidy will be provided for a van rental and gas with a minimum of 4 participants up to a maximum of $100/day if it is more cost efficient.
Car/van

Travel by car/van will be reimbursed at a rate of $0.30 per km, to a maximum of $500.00 for a round trip per vehicle.  Van rental will be covered (as per note on restrictive equipment) up to maximum allowable cost of $100/day with a maximum claim of $500, car rental will not be eligible.  A claim may be made for only one of the following: mileage or rental costs for the van (both cannot be claimed for the same van).  Claims will be adjusted based on the carpooling method except in cases where competition is restrictive to the number of passengers in the vehicle.  The first 500km (ROUND TRIP) are ineligible for re-imbursement.  As an example, a participant travels 700 km ONE WAY / 1,400 km ROUND TRIP - they will be reimbursed at $0.30 x 400 km (1,400km – 1,000km) for the round trip.

Charter bus

Charter buses can be utilized where there are at least 25 registered Games Participants coming from one community/district/region.  Reimbursement for charter buses will be at 75% of the rental rate to a maximum of the allowable cost of $5,000.  Charter busses with less then 25 participants are subject to approval of the GOC and must be utilized if it is more cost efficient then Air or Train travel for the number of participants travelling from one area if under 25.
2. More than 1,000km (ROUND TRIP) - The participant will be reimbursed at a rate of $0.30 per km.  The first 1,000km (round trip) are ineligible for re-imbursement.  Refer to Car/van in number 1.
3. Less than 999km (Round Trip) – No reimbursement will be made.
